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CEAL

A GUIDE FOR BODY PARAGRAPH DEVELOPMENT

“Statements that do not support the [claim] destroy the unity of a paragraph” (Hacker 24).

KEY QUESTIONS HELPFUL HINTS

Claim ;

e Claims—a.k.a, topic sentences—are the
assertions (or positions) to convince
the reader to accept the overall thesis.

e “Readers expect to learn a {'s main
point in a [claim] early in the "
(Hacker 31).

o When you stake a claim, the reader :
expects you to back it up with evidence. |

What is a reason or subtopic that is needed to
{1 prove the overarching thesis?
Informative Essays
e Isyour claim provable?
Argumentative Essays
e Isthe claim arguable?

Evidence
o Types of support for the claim could
include:

What support do you have for the claim?

e Have you cited (given credit to) the
sources for each piece of the evidence

sed? a. facts e. anecdotes
used: b. statistics (personal stories)
¢ Have you used the MLA format properly c. examples £, information from
for all your citations? d. quotations reliable authorities
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""" Analysis

o Analysis connects the evidence to the |

claim you are defending. :

Analysis is all about showing the ;

relationships between your ideas, e.g.: |

a. This shows that

b. This demonstrates

c. The evidence makes it clear that

d. This is important because

e. From this evidence, one can

conclude that

Thismeansthat

. This is helpful for understandmg the |
idea that 5

How does the evidence prove the claim?

e Avoid merely summarizing the evidence.
Did you explain or expand upon it?

o Have you shown why the evidence is

important or what it means?

N.B.: Youshould have more than one piece
of evidence and of analysis to support the claim.

ga ™

So what? Why does this claim and evidence
matter to the big idea (i.e, the thesis)?

Link
¢ Transitions show relationships, e.g.:
a. Therefore
b. Consequently
¢. Asaresult
d. Thus

You could
o connect the paragraph to the thesis,
e demonstrate why the claim matters to the
thesis, or
o re-assert (restate) the claim in the context
of the thesis.

CEAL Variations (just a few).
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(lots of uses) (comparmg two thmgs) (developmg arguments) [research-based writing) (critiquing other views)
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